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Management Abstract

MargaretS.Wattersof+ A & dzZ £ 9YPANRYYSyld {2fdziaz2yazr [[/ KL

Archaeological ProjecPRAP) in the Minute Man National Historical RBKVA) located in Lexington,
Massachusetts. This project was contracted by the Friends of the Minute Man Nation@FFMP)
and wasconducted ircollaborationwith the Minute Man National Historical PafiIMA) and the
National Park ServigdlPSNortheast Regional Archaeologi€abgram(NRAPRunderthe
ArchaeologicaResources Protection Act (ARPA)mMit No.: 2014.MIMA.O1.

¢ KS t I NJ SN awasapanbofiatSestdaMiiviAftie FMMNP and clizen support
organizations in the regiofor many years Very littewas] y2 6y 2F GKS t I NJ SNR&
only a single referencéhinney 1825:380 its location by Nathan Monromade50 years after he

fought with the Lexington militiagainstthe British Regular armgn April 19, 1775; the first day of the
American Revolutionary WaRPRAP began in 2RWith discussiorand planning between MIMA,

FMMNP, NRP and the Lexington Minute Men. Watters was contracted and PRAP archaeological
researchand investigationbegan in the autumn of 2013 to identify the location of the battle and if
possiblejnterpret the action of the battle.

Following extensive archaeological research including comprehensive archival research, field survey,
geophysical surys, metallic surveys, excavations, and an integrated military tactical review RR&R
recovered and mapped new evidence that reeetthe locationof the battleand proposed tactical
scenarioengaged duringhe fighting between the Lexingtonifitia and British Regular Armgn April

19, 1775 Themain goals oPRARvere achieved through an integrated approach that defined the
historic landscape and land use, applied KOCOA battlefield methods for site analysis, and actively
engaged with the local commity to interpret the new evidence recovered through archaeological
investigations in context to the diverse resource of ecological, landscape, military, historical, and
archaeological expertise available for consultation.

This project resulted in the firbattle evidence identified and interpreted in MIMA. Not only did it
identify the battle it provided insight to the integrity of the battlefield and as a result, opened a new
future for research in MIMAThe product of this investigatigpresened a sefes of testable hypotheses
for tactical strategies engaged by the British &ndbnial forces Thesénypotheses can be addressid
future investigationgo better define the tactics engagdmy both side®n the first day of the American
Revolution withilMIMA. PRAMasdevelopedanadaptable research desigmd project frameworkor
continued investigatioain MIMA and that can be utilized in other National Parks.
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KS aiG2NEB 2F /FLIFAY t1 NJ SN | yR storyoNgp8 Nichat hasS 3Sy 3 S
been largely lost, forgotten to history. It is a story that completes the story of APrritbthe National
|l AaG2NROIFE tIN]JQa aiz2NRO LG Aa I O2YLRyYySyid GKI
collaboration of & these people to bring this project to such a wonderful pdint ¢ 2 y Q4 al & | 02y
because like any good project, it opens areas that need more investigation and more work.

What we have done here has created a model for collaboration, cooperatidmparnershipe

Nancy Nelson, Superintendent, Minute Man National Historical Park
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day as important as any recorded in the history of mias a proud anniversary for our
neighborhood.We have cause for honest complacgribat when the distant citizen of our own
republic, when the stranger from foreign lands, inquires for the spots where the noble blood of the
Revolution began to flow, where the first battle of that great and glorious context was fought, who is
guided tlrough the villages of Middlesex, to the plains of Lexington and Conktasch commemaoration
of our soil, to which ages, as they pass, will add dignity and interest; till the names of Lexington and
Concord, in the annals of freedom, will stand by tde sif the most honorable names in Roman or
DNBOALFY ai2NE b

Edward Everett, Massachusetts Representative in Condgtessord, MA April 19, 1825
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Overview and Project History

April 19, 1775 marked the first battle of the American Revolution leadirtbd birth of the United

{dFr4GdSao 9PSNE aO0OK22f OKAfR Ay ! YSNAOI KIFa KSIFNR
b2NIK . NAR3ISO ¢ KS t I NJ SNDa washekigsyamiSeolodidal kesedrght 2 I3 A O
in the Minute Man Natioal Historical ParkMIMA) to search for evidence of fighting on the first day of

the RevolutionaryW NJ 4 G KS fAGGES 1y26y olaatS aaasS Ol ffSR
the Lexington militia first faced the British Regular force on thénigéon Green earlier that morning

where eight of the militia were killed and ten woundeay fire from the Regulars. Following this action,

Captain Parker rallied his men and later that day led them to the boundary of Lexington along Bay Road,

i 2 RI étl@Road. KCaptain Parker and the Lexington militia intentionally positioned themselves in a
strategic location with a clear view west dolattle Road where they could see, and hear, the British

Regular column approacht is not knownhow many men wre lying in wait that day, notheir intent;

but as a result of this investigatiotie battle was revealed

A longtime focus ofMIMA and the Lexington Minute kh, and other local, communitipased re

enactment organizationghe location and detadl of this battle were not knowmlespite the robust body

of historical research on the first day of the war. This project specifically engaged archaeological
investigations in an attempt to find evidence of the battle. In2MMA, working with members of the

Lexington Minute Men and the Friends of the Minute Man National Pdelveloped a preliminary

research proposal and shared it with the N¥fSARarchaeological division. Regiodathaeologist

James Kendriakontacted Meg Watters of Visual Environment Solasi, LLC to proposshe lead PRAP

Watters was engaged by the FMMNP in the autumn of 2013 aprtiject archaeologist to develop a

research plan and lead the archaeological investigations to locaténgergreti KS t I N] SNRa wS @S
battle.

From its incetion, PRARombined best practices in archaeological investigations, commitment to
public engagement, and strategic planning for site access and preservation. The frameRBkRvias

built upon strong collaborative efforts engaging local communitieademics, andedicated

descendant and renactment groupshat engaged localesources, professional archaeologists, and
State and Federal agencies. The projesteredcommunity collaboration using archaeology as a
gatewayto fully incorporating the iherent science, technology, engineering, and mathematics (STEM)
principles of this discipline in field research, planning for outreach programming, and site rehabilitation

The approach to this projeavasfounded in a dynamic interplay between archaeosts)i historians, and
other related specializationd?RARs a project where the skills, experience, and methods of
contributors combine to creatively, yet baseth scientificmethod; pursuethe discovery and telling of
the story of the battle that took lace between Captain John Parker and his Lexington militia and the
British Regular column returning, under fire, to Boston on ApFil, 1975.

! Two individuals from Woburn became casualties that morning. One was killed and another wounded, while 7
Lexington men were killed and 9 wounded.
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PRAResearch design wasstablished in the autumn of 2018Vatters 2A3); archival research and

documentary eview were concluded in the spring of 2004 atters 2014) Investigation of the site and
preliminary historic landscape studies began in the summer of 2014. Methods engaged for landscape
reconstruction included pedestrian surface surveys and feature imgpgerrestrial laser scanning,

geophysical surveygcological studies (Forman 2@12015b)and archaeological investigations. In

November 2014 the first of three wedking metallic surveys was conducted; the second was conducted

in June 2015 and themird in November 2015. The final field component of the project was the Military
Tactical Review event that engaged a broad spectrum of expertise to consider and begin to interpret the

t I N] SNDRa wS@Sy3aS o GGt S dza Ay AringiPRARNY exdBliKg-pngafy 2 I A O f
and secondargources. The final repontassubmittedin October2016.

This report presents the archaeological research undertaken biMedNPandMIMA. The reporis

not a historical account of what happened during tht\BlaS N & wS @Sy 3aS ol dGf So 2 K

historical research contributes to the interpretation of the archaeological evidence, this report focuses
on the new evidence tha®RARliscovered and presents the story that the artifacts tell.
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OArtifacts do not have opiniodsé

Dr. Douglass ScottlPS Archaeologist, Retirddistorical & Conflict Archaeologist
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Permitting

Thearchaeological component &fRARvasconductedon a project area aiipproximately60 acres
(Figure ) with permission of theUnited States Department of the Interior in compliance with the
primary federal laws governing protection of cultural resources including the National Historic
Preservation Act (NHPA) of 1966, as amended andtbleaeological Resources Pration Act (ARPA)
Permit No.: 2014.MIMA.01
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Figurel 60 acre PRAP study area.

A corridor of property running along Airport Road and through the center of the study area belongs to
the Massachusetts State Highw@gigure?). Ardaeological investigatiort®ok placein this zonewith
permission from the Massachusetts Historical CommisStateHistoric Preservation OfficéSHPO) in
compliance with Massachuset@eneralLaws, Chapter 9, Section-28C (95CMR 70), and MEPA (301
CMR11)underfa G 6 S ! NOKI S2f 2 a8l arésaaich peBritivoininddssaghusetts
Department of Conservation and RecreatigpCR)Permit number R74, r.
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Figure2 Property ownershipin PRAP study areaThe bluearea isfederally owned, the red striped area is State owned.

To enable metallic surveys in the wetland area located within the site boundary, selective vegetative
hand-clipping was conducted over an 11 acre afeig\re3) with permission from the Consextion
Commissions of the town of Lincoln under tassDEP File #:268891 Order of Conditionsand the

town of LexingtorMass DEP File #:2@1001 Order of Conditions

26












































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































